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Press Relesse 5G/SM/1553
/s
14 Ogtober 1971

STATEMENT DY SECRETARY-GENERAL, U THANE, AT PREGENTATION OF GIFT .
FRCM TRAN O UNPTED NATIONS, 1b OCTOBER

On beheli of the United Netions I have the plessure and privilege to
gocept this histordic gift, It iz a particulsr pleasure to have its presentstion
sade perscnally by your Imperisl Highness who has been 8¢ iong inpvelved in
Humen Rights activities of the United Nations.

Ancther repiits of man'e esrly atiempts 40 esiablish pesce i the world
now gracer this corridor, the scene of our presant-fday efforts {owarde the
same end. . _ ’

In creating the anclent Persian empire twenty-five hundred years age,

Cyrus dispisyed the wisdom of respecting the oiviiizations end peoples whotn

e "unified" wder his sway, He conguered dlscreetly, aparing cepitsisz, leaders
antl officials, His clemency In victory and his understanding of the wishes of
the people under his rule wers unprecedented in the amnsls of the anclent Near
East.,

As can be deduced from the formal text inseribed on this cley eylinder,
Cyrus presented misself to the Babylenions e s llborator. He sssumed thelr
threne peacefully, restored their temples end freed thelr asubjeet popriations,
s engendering goodwill and Jjustice all arcung,

This proclamstion reflects Cyrus! Sesire o esteblish pesce in his veat
enpire which he wisely understocd could best be sccamplished by allowing ite
yaried peoples to heep thedr own customa gnd beliefs,

Hince the General Assembly Is currently selzed with the guestion of Respect
for Humen Rights in Avmed Conflict, this anctent document cowld not be more
timely. ' )

Fiease convey wmy sincere appreciation and thanks to His Imperial Majzsly
end the penglﬂ of Tran.

. o * wRN W
Note: See Note to Correspondents Mo, 3699 of 13} Cetober 1971,
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Presa Release HG/ D64
1% October 1571

IRAN PRESENTS JEPLICA OF ANCIENT EDICT TO UNITED NATIONS

e mm AT AR A N

The Government of Iran presented the Unlted Nations with e replica of the _ ;
"Raiok of Cyrus"” in a careamrﬁr. held st 2:4% p.m. today in the corridor outside 2
the Hconomic and Social Council Chamber, where it vill be displayed. B '

. The Secretary-General, U Thant, accepted the gift on behalf of the
Organization and made a stabement {see Fress Felease 5G/SM/1553 and BQ/263).
Princess Ashraf Pahlsavi, ﬁha.iman of the delegation of Iren to the General
Assembly, presented the gift and spoke in repliy. The President of the Cenersl
Assembly, Adam Malik, Joined them in the ceremomy.

The "Edict of Cyrus” is & declaration made by Cyrus the Great concerning
the preservation of bumean rights in ocoupied cities sfter his espiture of Bebylon
in 53 B.C. _

I his statement, the Secretary-Lenersl sald that in creating the snolent
Ferslan Hepire twenty-five hundred yesrs ago, Cyrus dlsplayed the wicdom of
respecting the clvilizations and peoples whom he “unified" under his sway.
dince the Genergl Assewbly was seirzed with the guestion of respect for uman
rights in armed contfliict, the ancisnt document coull not be more timely, he
sdded, : .
Princess Ashraf sald the heritage of Uyrus wae the heritage of Iuman under—
standing, tolerance, courage, compassion snd, ebove all, hnman liderty,

Cyrus the Great {clres 600 B.C. %o 5820 B.C,) was the Pounder of the Persian
Bupdre which, at his death, extended from the Hellespont %o the Indies, fhe
celebmation in Iran of the 2500th anniverdary of the foundation of the Persisn
Bnplre began on 12 October and will cuimingte on 15 October in a parade in Pexsepolis
at the topb of Cyrus the Gresb. ?

The repiica of ihe clay tsblet on which the cunelform letiers of ‘the YEdict"
are inacrived wat made by the British Museum from the ordginal whieh is in 1ts
gellection. The case in which it s m;;lwe&m designed by the H&tm;poli‘tan
Mugeun of Arg, Wew York, and contains English and E‘rmch transiations of tha
anclent Peralen text as well ae the: repiica 1tgelf, '
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Note No. 3699
1% October 197L

NOFE 10 CORRESTONDENTS

The Government of Iren will present to the United Wations tomorrow the
replica of a clay tablet inseribed with the "Bdict of Cyrus”, an anclent -
declargtion af.human rights made by Tyrus the Great sfter the texing _fJ:f. Bahyidn‘

The gift will be accepied by the Secretary-General, ¥ Thant, on bshelf
of the Organizalion st & cevemony to be held st 2:45 p.m, tomorrow, 14 {lctﬁbai',' .
cutzide the Zconomic and Socisl Council Chamber at United Nalions Headquarbers.

The presentation is to be made by Princess Ashral Pehlavi, Chairman of the
delegation of Iran to the Cemerml Assembly, Princess Ashraf was the Fresident
of the Internaticnel Conference on Humen Rights, held in 1568 ab Teheran, and was
aleo Chalrman of the twenty-sixth eossion of the Commiesion on Humen Bights {1970).

The repiiee of the "Edict of {yrus" was mede by the British Museum from o
the orliginel which foims pert of the Museum's collection. It is.s white clay
tablet inscribed with cuneiform letters of the text of the "B3ict™ in ancient
Parsian,

Mounted in s dlisplay case on s wooden base, designed Oy the Netropalitan
Musewn of Art, New York, the replice is displayed on the right-band side of the
case, with English and French transiations of tiie Edicl on the left side,

The entirs display is five Teet six inches high, three feet wide and 13 inches
asep,

The presentation of the gift coincides with the veekwlong célebrations
marking the 2500th woniversary of the fﬂm&ﬁtion of the Persisn Bapire by
Gyrus the Great. The celebrations, which began yesterdsy it Tren, will culfife.
nate In a pevade in Persepoiis ab the tomb of Cyxus the Ureat on 15 October,
to be atbterded by many hesds of State snd Govermment,

Cyrus the Great {circa 600 B,C. to 529 B.C.} founded the Persian Empire, '
which extended from the Hellespant to the Indies a:t nis death over B500 years

. Bghy In 1962 which wag chronciogically the anvilversary yam-, Iren ﬁﬂclﬁeﬂ -
L to postpone the celebrations *bc:- this year.. '
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Jge - Tows No, %59
| 13 October 1973

Cyrug the Grest overthrew Babylon in 53¢ B.C, snd prcnouﬁca& the "gfet"

- to Fﬂhct the populace of Bebylon and other cities,

‘The BEnglich trenglation of the text of the "Sdict", which is considered

by Fran to be the first declarstion of humen righte, resde as follows:

*I am i_f:wuﬁ, Eing of the World, Great King, mighty King, King of Babylon,

N Kﬁng the Four Quarters...

"I, weli-disposed, entered Babylon and smidst publie jJubilation, sat on

' the royal throne...

"My mmercus troops took over Bshylon without moleststion, I allowed no

. ong to borass or tervorive the peoples of Sumer or Akkad,

"I concerned myeelf with the needs of tha Bebyioulane and thelr ssuctunyies

to progote thelr well-heing.
| "I freed the citizens of Bsbylon from the yoke of servitude, I restored
thetr dilspidated dweliings and redressed their grievances,

"The cities of Ashur and Sus, Agade and Ashmma,..and 8li the holy olties
beyond the Tigris, vhose sanctusries lay in ruine for  long time, I restored
and thelr gods, I returned to their piaces; and ail the pecples of these lands
1 gathered in thefr cwn places and restored them to their dwellings,”




